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Brief History

Initial legislation for gifted education in Texas was passed in 1977.
• Encouraged identification and services
• Optional

In 1979, State funds were made available to support schools identifying 
and serving gifted students.
• Still optional



Brief History

In 1987, the Texas Legislature mandated that all schools must identify 
and provide services for gifted students in all grades K-12. 

In 1990, the first version of the Texas State Plan for the Education of 
Gifted/Talented Students was adopted by the Texas State Board of 
Education. 



Brief History

The Texas State Plan was revised in 1999, 2009, and 2019.

Six Sections of the State Plan
1) Fidelity of Services
2) Student Assessment
3) Service Design
4) Curriculum and Instruction
5) Professional Learning
6) Family/Community Involvement



Brief History

The Texas State Plan was revised in 1999, 2009, and 2019.

Two Column Format
• Accountability

All of the accountability standards are expected to be met.

• Exemplary
Aligned to one or more accountability standard
How to take programs and services to a higher level



New Accountabilities (HB3)

Accountability

• The local Board of Trustees is responsible for certifying whether the District 
complies with all elements of the State Plan. (not new)

• TEA will specifically ask each district for a report of their compliance status 
each year. (new)

• TEA may require a District to pay back to the state up to the amount of money 
equivalent to their GT allotment if the District is not in compliance. (new)



Key Features of Gifted Education 
in the Texas State Plan
Gifted Education in Texas



Goal for Gifted Education

Students who participate in services designed for gifted/talented 
students will demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking, 
research, and communication as evidenced by the development of 
innovative products and performances that reflect individuality and 
creativity and are advanced in relation to students of similar age, 
experience, or environment. 
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Goal for Gifted Education

High school graduates who have participated in services for 
gifted/talented students will have produced products and 
performances of professional quality as part of their program services.



Goal for Gifted Education

High school graduates who have participated in services for 
gifted/talented students will have produced products and 
performances of professional quality as part of their program services.

• In what ways does the curriculum lead to products and performances of 
professional quality?

• How are you annually evaluating students progress toward this goal?

• How do you measure thinking, research, communication, and self-directed 
learning?



Defining Gifted Students

Gifted and talented students means a child or youth who performs at or 
shows the potential for performing at a remarkably high level of 
accomplishment when compared to others of the same age, 
experience, or environment and who: 

(1) exhibits high performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic 
area; 

(2) possesses an unusual capacity for leadership; or 
(3) excels in a specific academic field. 
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Identification

Minimum of three sources of data (qualitative and quantitative).
The decision must be made by the committee, not a single person.

Critical question of identification:
Does the data indicate that compared to other students of similar age, 
experience, and environment, this students is (a) performing at a 
remarkably high level or (b) shows potential for performing at a 
remarkably high level?



Identification

What the critical question of identification is not:

• Is this student gifted?
• What is his/her CogAT or NNAT score?
• Will this student benefit from the program?



GT Curriculum

Districts meet the needs of gifted/talented students by modifying the 
depth, complexity, and pacing of the curriculum and instruction 
ordinarily provided by the school. (page 9)

• What are the specific ways the GT program modifies the standard school 
curriculum?

• How is the GT curriculum archived and accessible to teachers?

• How often is the GT curriculum evaluated and updated?



Acceleration Emphasis

Acceleration has always been in the State Plan, and it remains a 
prominent focus for gifted education program design in the 2019 
Revised State Plan.

Acceleration is addressed in six specific standards in the State Plan.

Acceleration includes both (a) grade skipping and (b) subject-specific 
acceleration at elementary and secondary levels. 



Acceleration

3.7 Local board policies are developed that are consistent with State 
Board of Education rules on credit by examination (19 TAC §74.24) and 
early high school graduation opportunities (TEC §56.203).

3.8 Acceleration and flexible pacing are employed, allowing students to 
learn at the pace and level appropriate for their abilities and skills, and 
are actively facilitated by district administrators, counselors, and 
teachers.



Acceleration

3.9 Local board policies are developed that enable students to 
participate in dual/concurrent enrollment, distance learning 
opportunities, and accelerated summer programs if available.

4.5 Opportunities are provided to accelerate in areas of student 
strengths (19 TAC §89.3(4)). 



Acceleration

4.6 Flexible pacing is employed, allowing students to learn at the pace 
and level appropriate to their abilities and skills. 

4.7 Scheduling modifications are implemented in order to meet the 
identified needs of individual students.



Services in Four Core Areas

3.1 Identified gifted/talented students are assured an array of learning 
opportunities that are commensurate with their abilities and that 
emphasize content in the four (4) foundation curricular areas.

3.3 Services for gifted/talented students are comprehensive, 
structured, sequenced, and appropriately challenging, including 
options in the four (4) foundation curricular areas.



Services in Four Core Areas

4.1 An array of appropriately challenging learning experiences in each 
of the four (4) foundation curricular areas is provided for 
gifted/talented students in grades K–12, and parents are informed of 
the opportunities (19 TAC §89.3).



Services in Four Core Areas

I recommend domain-specific GT Programs/Services.
• GT Mathematics
• GT Science
• GT Language Arts
• GT Social Studies
• GT STEM
• GT Humanities

What does performing at a remarkably high level look like in each area?
What are professional level products and performances in each area?
How do we identify students for participation in each area?



Gifted & Talented Advisory Council

New requirement in the 2019 State Plan

Each district should establish a gifted and talented advisory council that 
meets regularly.
• Community members
• Parents of GT students
• GT education staff
• School staff



GT Advisory Council

1.2 Gifted/talented education policies and procedures are reviewed 
and recommendations for improvement are made by an advisory group 
of community members, parents of gifted/talented students, school 
staff, and gifted/talented education staff, who meet regularly for that 
purpose. 



GT Advisory Council

The council has two primary purposes but is not limited to those two.

1. Review policies and procedures

2. Make recommendations for improvement



GT Advisory Council

Annual Program Evaluations
1.5 Annual evaluation activities are conducted for the purpose of 
continued service development.

DIP and CIP
4.8 Provisions to improve services to gifted/ talented students are 
included in district and campus improvement plans (TEC §§11.251-
11.253).



Equitable Access to Gifted Education

Inequity remains one of the biggest challenges in gifted education.

Are all student groups proportionally represented in the GT program?
• Gender equity
• Race/Ethnicity equity
• Economic equity



Equitable Access

2.24 Access to assessment and, if needed, gifted/talented services is 
available to all populations of the district (19 TAC §89.1(3)). 

2.25 The population of the gifted/talented services program is closely 
reflective of the population of the total district and/or campus.



Equitable Access

Recognizing inequity (closely reflective):
• District Hispanic population is 45% (a)
• GT Hispanic population is 30% (b)
• Equity Ratio: (b)/(a)  30/45 = 0.67 (under-represented)

• District White population is 25% (a)
• GT White population is 43% (b)
• Equity Ratio: 43/25 = 1.72 (over-represented)

• Equity Ratio:  Values close to 1 are ideal (0.85 to 1.15)



Two Additional Resources

1. Texas Teacher Standards for Gifted and Talented

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/GIFTED%20AND%20TALENT
ED%20STANDARDS_0.pdf

2. National Association for Gifted Children Programming Standards

https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-
standards-gifted-and-talented-education/pre-k-grade-12

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/GIFTED%20AND%20TALENTED%20STANDARDS_0.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/national-standards-gifted-and-talented-education/pre-k-grade-12


Todd Kettler

School of Education
Baylor University


