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WHAT IS THE G/T ALLOTMENT?

Texas Education Code Section 42.156 provic]es fora G/ T weight (a"otment)
for school districts. TEC Section 42.156 states,

“For each identified student a school district serves in a program for giftec/ and
talented students that the district certifies to the commissioner as comp/ying with
Subc/lapter D, C/)apter 29 a district is entitled to an annual allotment equa/ to the
district’s acﬁustec/ basic allotment as determined under Section 42.102 or Section
42.103, as app/icab/e, mu/tip/ied by .12 for each school year or a greater amount pro-
vided by appropriation. 7

Facts about Section 42.156 (G/ T A"otment):
« The G/T weight is 0.12
« The G/T allotment is worth $165 million

« Not more than 5% of a district’s students in average c|ai|y attendance are e|igil)|e
for funding under this section.--TEC 42.156(c)

WHAT IS HOUSE BILL 3?

Put simp|y, House Bill 3 (H BZ) is a bill in the Texas House of Representatives
re|ating to public school finance and pul)'ic education. HB3 was introduced l:y Rep.
Hul)erty, chair of the House Public Education Committee on March 5, 2019.

Sections in HB3 that pertain to G/T education:

« “Each school district shall annua"y certity to the commissioner that the district
has established a program for gifted and talented students under this sul)chapter."
(H B3 Section 29.124). This section further |ays out penalties for districts that do
not certify programs for G/ T students.

- HB3 Article 3, Section 3.001 outlines a list of items to repeal, which includes the
G/T allotment (TEC Section 42.156), among other allotment.



WHAT IS TAGT’S POSITION?

On March 5, 2019, House Bill 3 was filed by the House Public Education
Committee. The G/T allotment (TEC Section 42.156) is repealecl in House Bill 3,
Article 3, Section 3.001 (p. 184).

TAGT recognizes the |eac|ers|'|ip of Representative Dan Hul:erty and State
Representatives who have worked on House Bill 3: The Texas P|an, increasing fund-
ing for our public schools. In many ways, House Bill 3 appears to be a positive step

forward for pul:>|ic education.
However, the repeal of the G/T allotment will further c|eemp|1asize the impor-
tance of gittecl education in Texas. TAGT asks Texas |egis|ators to remove the G/ T

allotment (Section 42.156) from the list of allotments l)eing repealecl in HB3. This
will allow for the G/T allotment to continue to support G/T students in Texas.

WHAT CAN 1 DO?

TAGT encourages meml)ers to tal(e the fo"owing steps:

1. Find your |egis|ators and their contact information.
2. Share the TAGT Call to Action with your persona| contacts.
3. Write a letter to your |egis|ator. TAGT has provic|ec] > Samp|e Letter on HB3

(see p- 6 of t|1is guic|e) that can serve as a l)ase. However, we strong|y recommencl

you customize/persona/ize t|1is samp|e |etter; form |etters are not nearly as impact-

ful.

4. Public testimony on HB3 will occur Tuesclay, March 12, in Austin. Schedule for
testimony is not available yet. If you would like to take partin the public testimony
on Tuesclay, contact TAGT lay Monclay, March 11 at 12 p-m. so we can provic|e you

with more information and guiclance.



WHAT CAN 1 DO?

DO YOU HAVE...

THEN DO THIS!

1 minute Retweet or share TAGT's Call to Action.

1 minute Find out who your |egis|ator is.

5 minutes Make a phone call to your |egis|ator asl(ing
them to “not repea| the G/ T allotment (Section
42.156) within HB3.”

5 minutes Write a quick postcard to your legislator asking
them to “not repea| the G/ T allotment (Section
42.156) within HB3.”

5 minutes Write an email to your |egis|ator using the sam-
ple letter provided by TAGT (see p- 6).

5 minutes Handwrite or print a copy of the letter to your
|egis|ator, sign it, and drop it in the mail.

10 minutes Send an email to all the peop|e you know who

have emai|, sl'naring TAGT’s Call to Action.

30 minutes (plus travel

Meet with your |egis|ator within your home dis-

time) trict. Share your #whyGT story with him or her.
Don't forget to sign the guest book. Take a pic-
ture with your |egis|ator and share it on social
media!

1day Prepare a 3-minute statement and attend the

public testimony in Austin on Tuesday, March 12.




HOW TO CONTACT LEGISLATORS

Whether you are writing a |etter/emai| or ca"ing your |egis|ator, here are a few tips:

1. Address the Letter/ Email Correct/y: Address them as The Honorable FIRST NAME
LAST NAME and inc|uc|e “Texas House of Representatives" or “Texas Senate.”

When opening your |etter, reter to t|1em as Representative or Senator. See our sample
letter for an example of how to do this.

2. Be Speciﬁ'c: State that you are referring to House Bill 3. Do not address other bills
within this letter.

3. /c/entify Yourself: Include your name and where you live so your |egis|ator knows you are
a constituent.

4. Get to the Point: Follow your introduction with a brief statement of your issue or con-
cern. Be specitic in stating, “Although | support House Bill 3,1 ask that you do not re-
peal Section 42.156 within this bill.”

5. Share Your #w/)yGT Story: Include specitic information about how HB3 will impact
educators, stuclents, or schools within the |egis|ator's district l)y sharing your own per-
sonal story as one of his or her constituents. Provide the facts about G/T shared with
you |oy TAGT.

6. Allow for Follow Up: Include specitic contact information and offer to connect the |eg-
islator or staff to TAGT if they have questions or need additional information. State in
the letter that you will follow up with a te|ephone call.

7. Keep TAGT Posted: If your |egis|ator would like more information or has questions,
please contact us. We are happy to get facts al)out G/T in Texas, a|ong with more in-
formation on TAGT s position, to |egis|ators.



SAMPLE HOUSE BILL 3 LETTER

The Honorable FIRST NAME LAST NAME

Texas House of Representatives

Room OFFICE NUMBER IF MAILING, Texas State Capito|
Austin, TX 78701

RE: House Bill 3: Protect G/T Funding--Remove Section 42.156 From Article 3 Repealer Section
(Section 3.001)

Dear Rep. LAST NAME,

My name is YOUR NAME, and | am a resident of YOUR TOWN, within your |egis|ative district. | am

writing today to urge you to make changes to House Bill 3 that will protect giﬁed and talented education.
Specil:ica"y, | am asking for the Texas Legis|ature to remove Section 42.156 from the repeal list within
Article 3 Repealer Section (Section 3.001) of HB3.

The G/T allotment directly affects the services my child receives. This funcling is important to my family

because EXPLAIN WHY G/T IS IMPORTANT TO YOU AND YOUR STUDENT. TELL
YOUR STORY.

The elimination of this funcling will also affect G/T students across Texas. | am Firm|y opposed to House
Bill 3 repea|ing the G/T allotment for the ¥o||owing reasons:
The allotted funds directly impact the more than 425,000 students identified as gifted in Texas.
E|iminating the allotment will leave more students underidentified.
G/T students are a vulnerable student popu|ation that can be “at-risk.”
Being “giftecl and talented” is neither a l)adge of honor, nor a reward for good behavior.
Being “giftecl and talented” is an educational diagnosis requiring gifted programs and services for
G/T students to reach their full potentia|.

In conclusion, | encourage you to propose changing House Bill 3 so that Section 42.156 is not on the list
of Texas Education Codes to be repealed within Article 3, Section 3.001 of House Bill 3. If you have
questions or would like more information, please let me know—I would love to meet with you or connect
you with more information on G/T in Texas. | appreciate your time and your service to your district's

constituents.

Best,
YOUR SIGNATURE AND NAME



